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CommUNITY Adult Mental Health Initiative
Advisory Committee
February 5, 2026
Voting Members Present: 
Quorum Required: 8
	Representative
	“X” =
Present
	Stakeholder
	Alternate
	“X” =
Present

	Knowles, Nikki – Vice Chair
	X
	Benton County
	Moscho, Ashley 
	X

	Sara Reis
	
	Benton County Community Advocate
	(Vacant)
	

	Julia Draxten 
	
	CBHH
	Lange, Mary
	

	Schultz, Rita

	
	CSP – Stearns/Benton
	Sheehan-Saucier, Meg
	X

	 (Vacant)
	
	CSP – Sherburne/Wright
	  (Vacant)
	

	 (Vacant)
	
	MHC – Sherburne/Wright
	  (Vacant)
	

	Loos, Steven – Vice Chair

	X
	MHC – Stearns/Benton
	(Vacant)
	

	Johannes, Victoria 
	X
	Sherburne County
	  Magaard, Derek
	

	Vachel, Melody
	X
	Sherburne County Community Advocate
	Brainard, Susan
	X

	Dwyer, Tyler
	X
	St. Cloud Hospital
	(Vacant)
	

	Behm, Casie
	X
	Stearns County
	Salsness-Tvedten, Jennifer
	

	Robins, Cortney
	X

	Stearns County Community Advocate
	Van Koevering, Bill
	X

	Jurek, Dr. Kristin
	
	VA Medical Center
	Sorenson, Matt
	

	Elstad, Brienne
	X
	Vocational Sherburne/Wright 
	(Vacant)
	

	Collins, Kayla
	X
	Vocational Stearns/Benton
	Danda, Julie
	

	Gilb, Jordan
	X
	VRS – Sherburne/Wright
	Main, Erin
	

	Fruth, Donna
	
	VRS – Stearns/Benton
	
	

	Erkens, Diane
	X
	Wright County
	Pooler, Jill
	

	(Vacant)
	
	Wright County Community Advocate
	(Vacant)
	



	
	
	Ex- officio members

	Oberg, Bethany
	
	Initiative Coordinator




	
	
	Other attendees

	Gruba, Kelcie
	X
	Benton County

	Bennett, Keith
	X


	Wright County Public Health

	Sommerfeld, Kraig
	X
	Wright County resident

	Brown, Jimmie
	
	Credent Care

	Gibbons, Jacey
	X
	Solutions Behavioral Health

	Khang, Foua-Choua
	X
	BCBS 

	LaCroix-Kinniry, Deb
	X
	Sherburne Community member

	Lindberg, Cheryl
	X
	Refractions

	Looper, Abby
	
	Canvas Health- Suicide Prevention Regional Coordinator

	Motachowa, Raquel
	
	Health Partners

	Rocheleau Dorholt,
 Jennifer
	
	SCSU

	Loehlein, Stephanie
	X
	SCSU

	Sprynczynatyk, Gary –
  Chair
	
	BCBS

	Stadtler, April
	
	Centra Care- Monticello Hospital

	Burkle, Jason  
	
	Sagent Behavioral Health


	Wiebe, Michelle
	
	Central MN Coalition on Aging

	Yussuf, Noor
	
	Bestwood IRTS

	Anderson, Ashley
	
	Bestwood IRTS

	 Freyholtz-London, Jode
	X
	  Wellness in the Woods

	 King, Ronnie
	X
	Salvation Army


	Fuchs, Paula
	X
	 Granite City Counseling


	Richberg, Katie
	
	Newport Healthcare

	Williams, Melissa
	X
	Sunflower Communities

	Lindboe, Shannon
	
	Deed



	Graves-Petron, Trisha
	X
	Sherburne County HHS AMH


Call to order:
Nikki K. called the meeting to order and the mission statement was read. Everyone introduced themselves and the area they represent.

Current Agenda:
Diane E asked to add an agenda item to vote/accept a new Community Advocate for Wright County, added for be after #5. Motion was made by Steven L.  Casie B seconded the motion accept agenda. All in favor, motion carried. 

Minutes – December 2025:
A motion to approve the December 2025 meeting minutes. Motion was made by Cortney R.  Jordan G seconded the motion accept agenda. All in favor, motion carried. 

Financial Report: 
Nikki introduced Kelcie as new fiscal rep who will be working on CAMHI items as well. Ashley M. shared the financial report through December 2025 and for the month of January.  

Highlighting Area Provider: Premium Health Services, Dr. Saidiyo
No on in attendance to share info.

Community Advocate: 
Diane E shared a nomination of a new Community Advocate representative for Wright County, Kraig Sommerfeld. Diane E made a motion to accept Kraig as a new Wright Advocate, Brienne E second the motion. All in favor, motion carried. 

Advisory Stakeholder Changes for 2026:  Nikki K.
Nikki recapped the Stakeholder application process and shared those who applied for the various positions. Approved positions of new Stakeholders and who made the motions are listed below. 2025 Stakeholders voted and all were accepted unanimously for each representative.  
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CAMHI will continue to take applications for open positions and vote/approve them as they are received. Following remain open as of this meeting: 
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CAMHI non-MA ARMHS RFP Update: 
Nikki shared with the group that we did not get any proposals during the open time. We hope to re-release the RFP to get proposals. Opened it up for discussion and feedback from group on perhaps why CAMHI didn’t get any responses. Sue B shared discussion she had with an ARMHS worker and instability of what is going on with the government and the funding and then the shortage of workers could be a contributing factor.

CAMHI Flex Funds Update: 
Nikki and Ashely shared with the group that we will need W9’s from vendors on flex funds going forward and will need those before funding will be sent. 

Advisory Discussion: Gaps and Barriers for Clients
The group addressed gaps / barriers:  Fraud- CAMHI doing things to try to make it better and streamline things. Deb brought up the concern with access to care for people who may not be attending appointments (medical or mental health) or going to school etc., due to current climate [ICE enforcement/raids] of things and people be afraid to leave their home. Others chimed in in on the discussion and echoing Deb’s concern with access and interruption in services with individuals. Victoria from Sherburne talked about how they are trying to be flexible and schedule online appointments vs in-person. Concern over people also not going to work and impact to them and the workforce as well. 
Kraig S brough up concerns with waits on getting medication. Long lines, wait times, increase anxiety or if you have them delivered, possibly having them stolen or not being home at delivery time being a barrier to that. He expressed concern about individuals who don’t get their medication and then they turn to self-medicating. Would like to see a good service to help get people their medications. 


CommUNITY Mental Health Initiative Committee and Grant Updates:
a. Housing Coordination: Meg S. shared updates for BRIDGES, CommUNITY.  Many referrals and contacts. Both vouchers full, still putting people on waitlists. Hard time finding landlords to work with people with barriers such as felonies and working towards increasing discussion and how to talk with landlords about it. 
b. Vocational Grant: Kayla C. sent out the quarter 4 report for 2025 for Goodwill and Functional and shared highlights for the last quarter and 2025 year. 
c. ARMHS Non-MA: Jacey G. shared that things are going well with the non-MA ARMHS services. They have multiple clients graduating from services and it will be opening up some spots for services to start with new clients. 
d. Peer Support Service Non-MA: Brienne shared data on the first year of the program. Shared that they had a total of 110 billable hours, they were hoping for more but got a late start in the year. Are hoping to increase that service in 2026. 
e. Anti-Stigma Workgroup: Winter is slow- looking to jump back into doing outreach events in the spring and summer. 
f. Training Workgroup: Upcoming training in April and SAVE THE DATE for CAMHI’s all day training on May 19th at The Park Event Center- more details to come. Excitement was expressed over the corn salsa and cheese dip for the upcoming event as part of the lunch that will be served…they hope to see that again this time.

Community Based Mental Health Services:
a. IRTS 
i. Refractions: Cheryl from Refractions provided an update – Going well at all 3 facilities- have a female bed open as of Tue at the St. Cloud location. Can take referrals for all locations still. 
ii. Bestwood Agency: No one in attendance
b. ACT: Steven provided updates on ACT teams- both teams are stilling around that 70/71 mark and goal is to have teams at about 85. Taking referrals.
c. Crisis Response Team: Steven L. shared updates. Calls/mobiles have been down in the last month a little, but they have still been steady and busy.
d. Crisis Bed Program: Steven L. shared updates, doing discharge and admin now of client- currently at 5, have capacity for 9. 
e. Inpatient: 
i. St. Cloud Hospital: Tyler D. provided an update – Saw about 60 total patients last month for adult and adolescent. ED volume decrease- they are not sure if that is due to what is happening right now and in the cities, where people just don’t want to come in. But it is an interesting phenomenon. Will work on getting some EMPATH data and will share data w/ them in future meetings. They have been busy there and moving people in and out quickly.      
ii. [bookmark: _Hlk184299996]Buffalo Hospital: no one in attendance 
iii. Monticello Hospital: no one in attendance. 
f. V.A: no one in attendance.
g. CBHH: No one in attendance  
h. V.R.S.: Jordan and Donna shared she has no update at this time. Still have a Category 1 open only- highest support needs and has 300+ on a waitlist in Categories 2, 3, and 4. 
i. Website: No updates.

Advisory Discussion: Recent Wins
· Benton County approved a Co-Responder position, and they recently did interviews to fill the position and hope to have that filled soon. They will be doing work with Human Services, Sheriff’s Department, and Jail work. 
· Melody V- Family member is back in Sherburne County and getting services locally and is VERY happy for that. 
· Meg- Welcomed Paula F to Granite City Counseling/Catholic Charities and is excited to have her on board. 

Open Forum:
· Melissa W- Sunflower has availability at both of their locations. Thanks/shout out to CMMHC for a recent referral for a client. Grateful for partnerships. 
· CMMHC- Has immediate openings for diagnostic assessment appointments. 

Next Meeting: 
a. April 2nd, from 1-3pm at Sherburne County History Center in Becker and online via Zoom
Adjourn:
The meeting was adjourned at 1:53 pm. No motions or 2nd made
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Position

Represetative - Motions Made

ARMHS Provider Jacey Gibbons - Steven L - 1st, Meg S- 2nd

Health Plan Foua-Choua Khang- Melody - 1st, Victoria J- 2nd

Community MH Center Steven Loos - Brienne - 1st, Kayla C- 2nd

Vocational Provider Brienne - Diane - 1st, Victoria J- 2nd

Housing Provider Meg- Brienne- 1st, Steven L - 2nd

ACT Team Dana- Nikki 1st, Diane- 2nd

IRTS facility Cheryl- Meg S- 1st, Cortney R- 2nd
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Hospital Providing MH Services

St. Cloud VA

Community Behavioral Health Hospital


