CommUNITY Adult Mental Health Initiative

www.mnmentalhealth.org

Joint Powers Board
January 09, 2025
Benton County Eastgate Conference Room, St. Cloud and via Zoom
Chair: Julie Ellis
Vice Chair: Tony Masters

Present Name Membership

X Tony Masters, Vice Chair Sherburne County — representative
Lisa Fobbe Sherburne County — alternate
Steve Heinen Benton County — alternate

X Sandi Shoberg Benton County — representative

X Julie Ellis, Chair Stearns County — representative

X Steve Notch Stearns County — alternate

X Jill Pooler Wright County — alternate

X Jami Goodrum Wright County — representative

X Deb LaCroix Kinniry Consumer — representative

X Julie Danda Agency — representative
Susan Brainard At-Large — representative

Other attendees:

X Bethany Oberg Initiative Coordinator

X Victoria Johannes Sherburne County — ex officio

X Nikki Knowles Benton County — ex officio

X Diane Erkens Wright County — ex officio

X Casie Behm Stearns County — ex officio

X Ashley Moscho Benton County Fiscal Supervisor
Meg Sheehan CAMHI Housing Coordinator

Call to order: Julie E. called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.
Introductions: All

Amend or Accept Agenda:
Tony M. made a motion to approve the agenda; Jami G. seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

New Board Member Introductions:
i. Community Advocate — Deb LaCroix-Kinniry
ii. Provider — Julie Danda
iii. At Large — Susan Brainard

Elections:
1. Chair
Jami G. nominated Tony M. as Chair, and he accepted; Sandi S. seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.
1. Vice-Chair


http://www.mnmentalhealth.org/

Jami G. nominated herself as Chair; Julie E. seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

Introduction of new Stearns County Ex-Officio Casie Behm: Julie
Casie B., an Adult Mental Health Supervisor in Stearns County Human Services was introduced.

Minutes from September and November:
Tony M. made a motion to accept the September 2024 minutes; Julie D. seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.

Tony M. made a motion to accept the November 2024 minutes; Sandi S. seconded. All in favor,
motion carried.

Financial Report: Ashley
Ashley shared the December financial report.

Jami G. made a motion to accept the Financial Report; Tony M. seconded. All in favor, motion
carried.

2025 Contracts Update: Bethany
Contracts will be signed shortly all have a January 1, 2025, start date.

CAMHI Flex Funds and PATH Direct Assistance Policy: Nikki
The Flex Fund and PATH Direct Assistance policy were reviewed.

Non-county Flex Funds will be submitted directly to Bethany at CAMHI, and she will route to the
supervisor for approval. A few additional changes to update terminology and per the state, funds
must stay in Minnesota.

The PATH Direct Assistance policy was created mirroring Flex Fund policy.

Tony M. made a motion to accept the CAMHI Flex Fund and PATH Direct Assistance Policies;
Jami G. seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

Clerical Contract Request: Bethany
Julie E. requested the clerical contract increase by 5%. There was discussion regarding this and the
historic increases for this position. Tony M. suggested looking at it for 2026.

Jami G. made a motion to table this until further analysis on the cost of the position; Sandi S.
seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

Peer Specialist and ARMHS non-MA RFP: Ex-Officios/Bethany

The contract rate with Functional Industries to provide peer specialist services will go up to
$67,200. For non-MA ARMS, Solutions and Credent Care agreed to increase of $150,000 each for a
total of $300,000.

Tony M. made a motion to approve the contracts; Julie D. seconded. All in favor, motion carried.

Upcoming Meetings:




1. March 6 at 3:00 pm — Online ONLY
ii. May 1 at 3:00 pm — Wright County Government Center, Room 1104 and via Zoom

Adjournment: Jami G. made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Sandi S. seconded. All in favor,
meeting adjourned at 3:52 p.m.



